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Solon F. Whitney has been librarian from the inception of the 
library, in August, 1868. 

Population, 1895, 7,788 ; valuation, $8,706,146; volumes, 1898, 
25,023; circulation, nearly 40,000. 


WAYLAND. 

In the Free Public Library of Wayland there are three folio 
volumes with the imprint ‘ London, 1673,” which were given by 
the Hon. Samuel Holden of London, and bound at the charge of 
Samuel Sewell, « Boston merchant, for the use of the chureh anil 
congregation in Kast Sudbury in the year 1731. These books were 
kept in the mecting-house, and appear to be the first books that 
were owned by the town and kept for public use. The East Sud- 
bury Social Library was organized April 6, 1796, and in 1852 it. 
had collected 227 voluines, 82 of which found their way into the 
public library. The East Sudbury Charitable Library was organ- 
ized by the Rev. John B. Wight about 1815, and was supported 
by contributions, for the free use of any citizen of the town who 
might apply for the books. It was sustained for many years, and 
at one time contained about 800 volumes, 71 of which were de- 
posited in the public library at its formation. Six sehool-district 
libraries were formed in the town under the law of 1845; but in 
November, 1851, they were consolidated with the public library 
by vote of the town. 

The Wayland Free Public Library, a pioneer among the free 
town libraries of Massachusetts, had its origin in the following 
manner: In the year 1847, on commencement day at Brown 
University in Providence, R. L., Rey. Francis Wayland, D.D., 
then president of the University, in conversation with Hon. Kd- 
ward Mellen, a former graduate, one of the trustees of the institu- 
tion, and a citizen of Wayland, expressed a desire to confer some 
permanent benefit upon the inhabitants of said town; and proposed 
a gift of $500 to aid in establishing a public library for their use. 
Mr. Mellen suggested that the gift be made provisional, on con- 
dition that said inhabitants raise in some way an equal sum for the 
same purpose; to this President Wayland assented. Atan infor- 
mal meeting of the inhabitants of Wayland, the proposal was 
announced by Mr. Mellen without disclosing the name of Dr. 
Wayland. Immediate action was taken to raise by private sub- 
scriptions the requisite sum to secure the donation. The sum of 
$553.90 was thus secured Feb. 10, 1848. On March 6, 1848, 
occurred the annual meeting of the town of Wayland. Under a 
special article in the warrant calling the meeting, the proffer of 
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Dr. Francis Wayland was formally made and unanimously ac- 
cepted by the town, as was also the sum raised by subscription. 
Under another article of the warrant, a committee of ten persons 
was chosen to consider the matter of providing a suitable room or 
building for the library, and to frame by-laws and regulations, 
and report thereon at the next meeting. Ata town meeting held 
May 8, 1848, rules and regulations for the library were adopted. 
A committee of seven was chosen to purchase books. A com- 
mittee of three was also chosen to superintend the erection of a 
library building ; but this committee, having ascertained that towns 
then had no authority to raise money for such a purpose, declined 
to act in the case. Subsequently a room in the town hall building 
was prepared for the library, and a librarian was chosen, to be 
paid a regular salary from the treasury of the town. The library 
was opened for the delivery of books Aug. 7, 1850. 

In December, 1878, the books were removed to the rooms pro- 
vided for them in the new town hall building, which they continue 
to occupy. The discussion of the legal power of the town to 
ippropriate money towards the founding of the library led to the 
passage by the Legislature of 1851, through the agency of the 
Rey. J. B. Wight, then representative of Wayland, of the law 
which definitely permits towns to raise money for that purpose. 
In 1863 Deacon James Draper gave $500 as a permanent fund, 
and in 1880 Mrs. Lydia Maria Child by her will left $100 to the 
library. ‘Phe annual income of both these funds is applied to the 
purchase of books. The annual appropriation of the town is $300 
and one-half the dog tax, nearly $200 per annum being derived 
from the latter source. Over 3,000 volumes have been received 
from various donors. The following persons have donated 100 
or more volumes each: Elbridge Smith of Dorchester, a native of 
the town; Hon. George 8S. Boutwell of Groton; Mrs. M. Dorr of 
Boston; Rev. John B. Wight of Wayland; Prof. KE. J. Young of 
Cambridge; Mrs. Harriet S. Wyman, James S. Draper of Way- 
land; and Dr. George Hayward of Boston. James 8S. Draper, 
formerly librarian, left by his will $500 to the library for the pur- 
chase of books. Warren Gould Roby has bequeathed to the town 
$28,000 and a building site on which to erect a library building. 
Several portraits of the benefactors adorn the walls of the library, 
and there are also several historic engravings. 

Another feature of the library which may be mentioned is the 
nueleus of a collection intended to interest students of natural 
history, as well as inquirers in many other directions. Into this 
collection the citizens and their friends have passed their contribu- 
tions, until the number of specimens amounts to over 1,300. 
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School cards are furnished the teachers for the benefit of the 
pupils in the schools. <A catalogue was issued in 1875, and four 
supplements have been issued. The library is open on Wednes- 
days and Saturdays of each week, from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. in 
winter, and from 3 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. in summer. 

It is proper to note here the fact that the town of Wayland 
comprises in its territory two villages, of nearly equal population. 
These villages -—— Wayland Centre and Cochituate — are three miles 
apart, and have different financial interests. The library is located 
in the central village. For obvious reasons, the people of Cochit- 
uate, up to 1874, patronized the library very scantily, and, in fact, 
sometimes stood in the way of liberal appropriations for its sup- 
port. In that year the librarian inaugurated, at his own expense, a 
system of exchanges for that village and of transmitting the books, 
which has proved highly useful and satisfactory. Since then a 
resident book agent for Cochituate has been annually appointed by 
the trustees, and books are regularly transmitted by express at the 
town’s expense. ‘The trustees, in their report for that year, regard 
it as ‘* An era in the history of our library. . . . It added more 
than 4,000 volumes to the circulation in a section of the town 
where, heretofore, less than an average of 25 had found their 
way.” In 1881 the members of the Cochituate Library Associa- 
tion voted to dissolve their organization and present their books 
to the Wayland library. The accession from this source was 141 
volumes. The books have been recently made more accessible by 
the opening of the library two days in the week instead of one, and 
the introduction of a card index. The two books on acard system, 
which has been liberally discussed during the past few years and 
generally adopted, has been used in Wayland since early in the 
sixties, and very young children are allowed to take out books, 
under responsible persons. For some years the librarian has en- 
couraged a close union between the public schools and the library. 
Each teacher is allowed a school card, on which she may take out 
from six to ten books for school work, no fiction being included. 
These books can be kept four weeks, with the exception of new 
books in demand, and special arrangements are made for extension 
of time with them. ‘There has been no occasion to send books 
other than for school work to the schools, as the children with few 
exceptions come to the library and take books upon their own 
ecards. ‘There is kept at the desk a book in which the public are 
invited to comment, to inquire and to criticise; but it has been 
little used. The library is managed by a board of six trustees, 
consisting of : Rev. Cyrus W. Ifeizer, Richard T. Lombard, James 
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A. Draper, Arthur G. Bennett, Chas. F. Richardson and John 
Connelly. The librarian is Mrs. Sarah E. Heard. 
Population, 1895, 2,026; valuation, $1,636,316; volumes, 1898, 


12.862; circulation, 6,474. 


WEBSTER. 

In the spring of 1889 a Library Association was formed, secured 
some gifts of money and books from citizens, and applied to the 
town for an appropriation for a free publie library. At the town 
meeting in April $1,500 was granted, trustees were elected, and 
in July the library was opened, with over 1,000 volumes. Since, 
the town has appropriated an average of $1,300 yearly. Thus far 
the library has occupied a hired store on the main street, and its 
expenses have been relatively large, being now about $900. It 
has a printed anda card eatalogue, and its lists of accessions are 
published in a local paper. Special cards are supplied to teachers 
in the town schools, and they and their pupils, and all citizens, 
are encouraged to make inquiries for information, to which the 
librarian strives to supply answers. Since May, 1894, the library 
has been opened six days in the week, from 2 to 5 and from 7 to 
9, and has had a reading department, with daily and weekly papers 
and magazines, which has been much patronized. Six trustees 
are elected by the town, two each year, for terms of three years, 
and at present are constituted as follows: Louis E. Pattison, 
president; Rey. Henry A. Blake, secretary; Joseph P. Love, 
treasurer; Frank EK. Deon, J. I. Buck and Spaulding Bartlett. 
Mrs. Phoebe Kingsbury is the librarian. 

Population, 1895, 7,799 ; valuation, $3,845,985 ; volumes, 1898, 
4,976; circulation, 19,232. 


WELLESLEY. 

The Wellesley Free Library was mainly a gift to the town by 
Hollis 11. Hunnewell. A few hundred volumes were received from 
the Wellesley Library Association at the time it was disbanded, 
and a small number from other sources. It was established in 
1881, and is wholly free to all the inhabitants of the town; though 
all the running expenses were paid by Mr. Hunnewell until 
1890. ‘There is a fund of $20,000 provided by Mr. Hunnewell 
for the eare of the grounds and library. The town’s appropriation 
the past year amounted to $550 and the dog tax, $400. The 
building which the library occupies, and which is connected with 
the town hall, was erected by Mr. Hunnewell and presented to 
the town in 1880, with a park of ten acres surrounding it. It is 
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